Why do you want to participate in VNA internship program?  What have you done to increase civic participation or political awareness in your community?

Coming from a Vietnamese family of refugee background, the history and reason why my parents left their home country puzzled me throughout my years in America.  Just recently at the University of California, Berkeley, I grew interested and fascinated about that part of history in the aftermath of war: the influx of Southeast Asian refugees leaving their homes.  By learning the history within classes and campus groups in the University, I feel myself growing mentally through acknowledging this historical context.  This brings me back to why my major is Political Science and why I am applying to Vision New America: to further educate myself as well as others of this historical context, to think rationally applying politics to why things are the way they are—from divisions within communities to why Southeast Asian refugees were systematically dispersed across the nation.  Again, I come back to the concept of politics to have explanations for such things.  

The term “Asian American” emerged out of the 60’s from social movements of the fight for Ethnic Studies—the term itself is still very political because prior to it, Asian Americans were dubbed “orientals” and many dividedly saw themselves reflective of where they came from.  The Asian American term was there for the purpose of coalition-building.   More personally, the reason why I am here is very political—had the United States “won” the war, had the war in Viet Nam not erupt, had the United States had no intervention in Southeast Asia, I would not be here.  Here at the University of California, Berkeley, I work with student organizations that center its education-base upon this topic of Southeast Asian Refugee experience and resettlement.  

A group in particular I am working with is the Southeast Asian Student Coalition.  This year I am the Outreach Coordinator.  What the organization does is to build a Southeast Asian community through the youth to their own communities by educating them of the historical context that binds Southeast Asian Americans, a term that already in itself very political.  As outreach coordinator, I get in contact with high schools from around California encouraging students to apply to the summer institute that the Southeast Asian Student Coalition hosts: 5 day all-expense-paid program at UC Berkeley where students from all over California go through student-led workshops centralizing on building community, academic advising, informing of local and national issues that are affecting Southeast Asian communities—the program itself is the main reason why I am attending UC Berkeley as I was a prior mentee from the summer of 2006.  Along with SASC, I also mentor students from refugee family backgrounds for a program under Reach! called Let’s Rise.  There, I sit next to my mentee as a motivator that he too can obtain higher education assisting him with his homework, influence him in the right direction.  Students are also exposed to workshops in relations to Asian American History—college-type of education is accessible for them to understand the struggles of their ancestors.  

I hope you will consider me for VNA as I am determined to learn the foundation and basis for the American government for me to further pursue knowledge on the topic of the Southeast Asian refugee experience and resettlement and further helping me understand the political system and in return, I will be able to educate others in my work with underserved API communities.

