Son Trung Chau
2400 Durant Avenue
Spens-Black #211
Berkeley, CA 94720
sonchau@berkeley.edu
February 13, 2008

Vision New America 
1922 The Alameda, Suite 208
San Jose, CA 95126

Dear VNA,

During high school, I was a part of Key Club and I spent most of my time outside of school contributing my services to the community.  I first heard about Vision New America through Stephanie Tan, who was Lieutenant Governor of Division 12 East Key Club, at the time who presented it at one of the divisional meetings.  I wanted to apply, but for some reason I have always missed the deadline to do so.  Over the years, I see so many of my friends: Shirley Duong, Nitt C., Susan Taing, and many others tell me so many good things about VNA.  Last summer of 2007, I decided to participate in APALI and it boosted my fascination about public policy with the city hall presentations.  While working on the presentation, I felt discomfort in discussing and building on a topic in which I was much uninformed in.  I knew at that point, I should continue in working in that area which is public policy in order for me to become aware, civically engaged, and comfortable about talking about such issues.  

I am now currently an intended Political Science major at the University of California Berkeley.  At Berkeley, I am studying comparative politics and Asian American Studies, particularly the Southeast Asian refugee experience and resettlement.  I am also active within Reach! The API Recruitment and Retention Center and the Southeast Asian Student Coalition.  Within these organizations, I work with youth particularly from families of refugee backgrounds with academic advising empowering them that they can make changes within their communities, that they can obtain higher education.  I believe Vision New America will be able to strengthen my knowledge with how our American government works and it will give me the opportunity to contribute to the organization my perspective of working within community-oriented and coalition-building groups on the UC Berkeley campus.

Do not hesitate to discuss my qualifications further.  I am easily contacted by e-mail at sonchau@berkeley.edu or by phone at 408-204-2096.  Thank for your time.  

Sincerely,

Son Trung Chau

     
